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PHILOSOPHICAL 

TRANSACTI ONS. 



July 26. 1675. 



The CONTENTS. 

jtnextraiiof a Letter, relating to the EfTay Instrument described 
in the foregoing Tract. A way, 0/ making ad forts of Fruits, Ker- 
nels,eyc. grove to an extraordinary bignefi ,/fdvertifements,occa- 
fiomd by Numb. 114, t/pon Frofis in finte farts of Scotland; 
of black Winds $ of the warm and fertilizing Steams of the 
fur face of the Earth, Stones, Rocks J/Vaters ; of Petrifying and Me- 
tallizing water s ,with fome Notes for the Gardening of Scotland : 
by Dr. J.Beal. Mr. FlamfteadV Letter concerning Mr.Horrox'j 
Lunar Syfieme. An account of Mr.FJamftead, and MonfBouti- 
aldus , touching the late Eclipfe of the kfMoo n , jin Account of 
Book ; viz. The Planters Manual, &e. by Charles Cotton 
Efyuire. 



An txtrtCt of a Letter, written by a Friend to the Publifber out of 
the Country, July 24. 1675 ; relating to the Contents vf the 
Traft next foregoing. 

IAm very much obliged for the laft pacquet which came fafe, 
and I was not a little tranfported with Joy in the penpal of 
Honourable Mr. Boyles Effay Jnfirument , as he hath ex- 
preffed file five principal ufes of it, which obliges Mankind 
( that hath a regard for Honefty or Juftice ; or hath any concern- 
ment for Coins, or Mettals) to return him graceful Acknowledg- 
ments. Few of us are not fomctimes cheated with counterfeit Mo- 
ny, and I think there is fcarce a Houfe-keeper which is nota- 
bufed by fa'fe Mettals. We are all at the mercy of Pe wterers^nd, 
in the Country, we begin to be in no better cafe in our dealings 
with Goldfmiths and Siherfmiths, Long fince I took notice, how 
light and Silver-like the Pewter was, which defcended to us from 
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our great Grandmothers; bur as foon as (to follow thefafhion) 
we changed ir, the weight and the. very colour was altered. And, as 
as they have had the wit to lead us on to change the fafliionof 
our Pewter, as oft as we change the fafhion of our Hats , our Pew- 
ter is in every change more and more embafed : And, if ourSilver- 
ftmths hold on their degrading mixtures, I ftall queftion, whether 
our Silver-plate may not fhortly come down to approach our 
Fore-fathers Pewter : I mean in the Country, where 'tis never or 
feldom tried. 

But, Sir, fince our honourable Philofopher hath difcovered the 
pure Gold, and digged out the Oar ; 1 hope, you and others of the 
JR. Society will find out fome ingenious and docible perfons, who, 
for reafonable gain to themfelves,and for common good, will furni/h 
us with ftore of thefe Inftruments, fitted, mnd ready prepared for 

all the ufes. 

I have marvelled, That the want of willing Perfons to execute, 
and to furniih for Common practice the excellent difcoveriesand 
inftrucKye Inftruments, which fome great Philofophers have lately 
brought to light, have not difcouraged the Inventors themfelves. 

Let me offer ro you two or three Infiances. If the fame Mr.Bwles 
Statical Barofcof>e,defcribed and publiflied in your FtrfiVol.N.\\. 
p.23 1 ; or perhaps, if the Mercurial Barofcope had been more ge- 
nerally fpread in the hands of many Sagacious Gentlemen, I con- 
ceive, wefhould have heard lefs noife againft the Gravity and Gra- 
vitation of the Air, I cannot fee what place the Statical Barofcofe 
would. give,either for the Funicular or for the Hobbian Objections, 
or yet for the Difficiles Nug£. Both the faid forts of Baroscopes do 
fhew/o the eye the Gravitation of Air from the heavieft to the 
lighted, in allchanges, to every degree , and mutually explain and 
confirm each other: And the fmall Hydrofiatical Inftrument may 
make fome refemblance of the fame or* like importance, in Liquids. 
I guefs, that in a very long clear Glafl one may fee, whether the 
Bladders of thofe Fijbes which have the thinneft and cleareft film, 
do expand and contract , as they afcend and defcend with the By- 
droftatk lnftrument. % 

My next Inftance may be the Celeftial and Aerial Magnets , as 
propofed, and to fo:«e effects difcovered by Mr. Boyle, But this _ 
will hardly be throughly inveftigated by any other than the Sons of 
Art. We fee, with what confidence fome menpretend to Ajlrology, 
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even ia trifles j yet how lazy or unwilling the whole Tribe is to 
make proof, either of that force or kind of Suhterraneal Steams, 
or of Cele/lial or Ethereal Influences ', no, not of the Moon, or any 
Planet or Conftellation, to any confiderable accuratenefs The Su/t 
indeed will not permit ail his Power to be concealed from the 
dulled of Mankind $ but certainly, as the Temperate weather of 
the Spring differs, in efficacy , from the Temperate weather of the 
Autumn; the Sunfhinecf the Eajijtom the Sunfhineof the Weft ; 
May dew y from the deve of Augujt; the kttxirvinds of Marchftom 
winds of the fame keenefs in januwy, &c. fo one would be apt to 
think , the Increafe or Decreafe of the Moon , the Perigee or the 
Apogee,zt\d perhaps the Libraturesjatdy difcoveredjas the Afptfls 
of other planets , and thofe Conjlellations to which all the Old 
Geergical Writers do attribute fo much , way have their peculiar 
effects, if dulyand luckily examined. We can hardly imagine, that 
atFarnham, and other places, where many hundreds of Acres of 
ftrong-fented Hopps are fully ripe, be given no peculiar indication 
befides odour irnhe Air ; or when large fieldsof Beans and JPeafe 
are in full b!ofl"om,that they have no efFe<ft, befides the Odour, And 
for Mineral and other Subterraneal Steams, the Barojcopes, with 
comparing other circumftances, may feem to indicate, when they 
afcend with more than ordinary impetuofity,and when rebated. In 
all my Obfervations, I alwaies found the Air lighteft in the greateft 
Storms, and a little before 5 and at the beginning of great falls and 
continued Rain, 

Thirdly, I inftancethe Statical Hygrcfcope , which is fo fully 
exprefTed and directed by the fame Mr. Boyle , that 'tis eafie for an 
ordinary Capacity, with a little diligence , to make confiderable 
Difcoveriesby it, for the near concernments of Mans health. 

Many other Inflances I could name, which, if wehadfucha 
Man as Mr. Sellar, who could employ Workmen to perfect the 
Inftruments, and to fell them off 3 it would (doubdefs) procure 
us many Operatours, and many free Difcoveries in f.me points of 
Fhilofopby, of which we have yet heard but little Tydir.gs. 
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